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The mission of The Bolsa Chica Conservancy is to provide services that
inspire and connect all generations through community involvement and
leadership in hands-on restoration and education in wetland science,
watersheds, coastal ecology, and environmental sustainability.

MISSION STATEMENT



On behalf of The Bolsa Chica Conservancy’s Board of Directors I am pleased to share our 2024
Annual Report with you. The following pages will demonstrate the many successes we
experienced this year as we worked daily to accomplish three primary strategic goals set for
the year. 

·      Diversify and broaden organizational resources and sustainability.
·      Increase the organization’s footprint through growth and collaborations. 
·      Increase organizational capabilities by developing strong, engaged board leaders.

We began the year focusing on strengthening our organizational foundation. We hired and
trained new talented and engaged staff members ready to educate and share what we love
with the community. Every day they share all aspects of our wetland ecology with children and
adults; they share the biology and history surrounding Bolsa Chica, opening their eyes, and
inspiring the next generation of environmental stewards. 

The new Interpretive Center is complete and waiting for you to stop by and take a tour. While
you are onsite, you will witness daily buses full of children from local schools learning lessons
in coastal ecology that will change the way they view our coast and appreciate nature.
Completed this year was our new Wetlands On Wheels, WOW, mobile classroom. The WOW van
spent the year bringing the wetlands to students unable to visit in person. Our Bunny Bus, with
an updated and expanded curriculum for off-site learning, also visits schools and community
events throughout Orange County every week. 

To increase our footprint, we focused on working with others in the community to share
resources to make everyone’s life easier. We expanded our Board of Directors with community
leaders that can help The Bolsa Chica Conservancy grow and thrive. Together we became
stronger, expanding our ability to be prepared for the next challenge. 

Thank you for taking the time to read our Annual Report. We hope you will be inspired enough
to share our story. We love what we do, but we could not do it without you.

Sincerely,

Bob Hoxsie, Chairman
The Bolsa Chica Conservancy

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAIRMAN



EDUCATION

In 2024, we expanded our education programs with a new 8 week summer
camp and challenged ourselves to create programs and update lessons
that really encouraged a deeper understanding of the wetlands with
engaging activities and content.

The Bolsa Chica Conservancy provides expert guided hikes and field labs
for students who visit The Bolsa Chica Interpretive Center and public tours
to quench the community’s curiosity. Every exhibit, event, camp, and
program sets the stage to connect the visitor with the legacy of the Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve.  

28,519 Students & visitors were taught about the
Bolsa Chica wetlands in 2024.



WETLANDS ON WHEELS- WOW
With our WOW van completed for Earth Day 2024, we rolled out our
entirely new traveling aquarium and educational program to schools and
community events throughout Southern California.

Focusing on the wildlife found at Bolsa Chica, the WOW van features
hands-on learning about mammals, fish, and birds here in the Bolsa Chica
wetlands.  

Thanks to AES and Simple Green, The BCC is able to provide an accessible
opportunity for the neighborhoods in our community with limited resources
and who need us the most.  

8,284

Total participants experienced
WOW events in 2024

73%

of WOW events were provided
in disadvantaged communities

or on Title 1 campuses.



RESTORATION & RESEARCH

Restoring the wetlands following impacts from trash and invasive species
is a critical part of the work that we do in the Bolsa Chica Ecological
Reserve (BCER) and our major restoration site near Harriett Wieder
Regional Park. Through community science programs and relationships
with local universities, The Bolsa Chica Conservancy strives to understand
the complexities of the wetland ecosystem so that we can make informed
decisions about how best to protect it.  

In 2024, we continued our Eyes on Nest Sites (EONS) program to monitor
endangered and threatened bird species that nest in the BCER every
spring. A new wildlife monitoring program was developed to similarly track
sea turtles that frequent Bolsa Chica. Habitat restoration work near
Harriett Wieder Regional Park continues with ambitious goals to improve
trails, signage, and programming in 2025.

1,629

Pounds of trash
collected & removed

1,585

Pounds of invasive
plants removed

28,628

Volunteers helped at 121
restoration events



VOLUNTEER & OUTREACH
Volunteer engagement is the backbone to accomplishing the work that we
do. Interns and volunteers help complete projects for education, habitat
restoration, and animal husbandry every day.  Our interns shadow staff and
assist The Bolsa Chica Conservancy on all programs, projects, events, and
daily operations. Without their dedication and loyalty to our mission, we
wouldn’t be able to accomplish a fraction of our work. 

In 2024 The Bolsa Chica Conservancy accepted 37 interns from local
universities and benefited from their knowledge and experience.

6,319 Hours donated by interns and
certified volunteers in 2024

Earth Day
500 attendees

including staff and
volunteers.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Coastal Cleanup Day
200 volunteers
collected 278 

pounds of trash.

Boo @ Bolsa
40 + youth enjoyed
games, activities, 

and treats.



ACCOUNTING

91¢

of every dollar
donated goes to

programs

UPCOMING 2025 EVENTS- Mark Your Calendar

Earth Day Fair 
Sunday, April 27th - The Bolsa Chica Interpretive Center

4th of July Brunch 
Friday, July 4th - Fred’s Mexican Cafe, 300 PCH, HB 

12th Annual Barefoot Ball 
Friday, August 22th - The Waterfront Beach Resort, A Hilton Hotel, HB

Coastal Cleanup Day
Saturday, September 20th - Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve and Bolsa Chica
State Beach

Giving Tuesday 
Tuesday, December 2nd - Online Giving Campaign

Where Our Funding Comes From
Program Related Revenue                                         $ 74,861
Grants & Donations                                                     $226,291
Events & Fundraisers                                                 $235,337
Other Income                                                                   $ 67,410
                   Total Revenue                                             $603,899

How We Use Our Resources  
Program Related Services                                       $525,074
Management & General Operating                         $ 59,191
Improvements & Repairs                                             $ 18,918
Special Events & Fundraising                                  $ 62,062
                   Total Expense                                               $665,245

* Unaudited and without depreciation                                               



Advisory Council
Mark Abramowitz
Diane Dixon, CA State Assembly D72
Dave Garofalo
Cathy Green, OC Water District
Billy Hamilton
Noel Laflin
Ed Laird
Janet Nguyen, OC Board of Supervisors
Gracey VanDerMark, HB Council Member
Weikko Wirta

OUR LEADERSHIP

Board of Directors
Bob Hoxsie- Chairman of the Board 
Jeff Hyder- Vice Chairman
Tanya Hoxsie- Secretary
Tom Ross- Treasurer
Aaron Bell
Kevin Elliot
Chris Epting
Claire Grozinger 
Robert Grundstrom
Jose Perez
James Peterson
Eric Smalstig
Philip Smith 
Peter “PT” Townend
Mike Vigliotta
Dr. Van Vu
Christine Whitcraft PhD
Fred Wilson
Stephanie Wilson

Professional Staff
Carissa Macias, Executive Director
Kenneth Perez, Program Manager
Brooke Anderson, Sr. Education Coordinator
Mara Salisbury, Sr. Restoration & Research
Coordinator
Jo Ann Canty, Education Coordinator
Jess Roberts, Restoration and Research
Coordinator
Steven Bell, Administrative Services
David Pryor, Senior Scientist (consultant)

Phil Smith (Left)- 2024 Lifetime Achievement Award;

Stephanie Wilson (Center)- 2024 Salty Sea “Crush”

Award; Ed Laird (Right)- 2024 Inspirational

Leadership Award



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
$50,000+
AES Huntington Beach
EGBAR Foundation
Stanfield Residential 
  Group, Inc.

$10,000 - $49,999
Lee Deshong
Edison International
Hoxsie Builders, Inc
Mayer Family Foundation
O.L. Halsell Foundation
Pacific Life Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Amazon
California Resources Corp
CodeFour
Kevin Elliott
Bob & Tanya Hoxsie
Jeff & Jo Ann Hyder
Ed Laird - Laird Coatings Corp.
MemorialCare
Orange County Coast Keeper
Jose Perez
Raymond Burkhalter Trust
Kay Stiles
So Cal Gas
Weikko Wirta
Wyland Foundation

$2,500 - $4,999 Continued
DLE Equipment Inc.
John Erskine
Fred's Mexican Café & 
 Sandy's Beach Shack
Claire & Sigmund Grozinger
Hines
Lynn Hochrine
Thomas Lawless
HB Fire Management Association
HB Firefighters Association
HB Police Officer's Association
Ahmadi Charitable Fund
Kingston Technology
Kiwanis Club of Huntington Beach
Orange County Water District
Pacific Premier Bank
Surf City Rotary of Huntington Beach
Surf Rider Foundation: North OC
Phil & Judy Smith
Peter "P.T." Townend
Shaun & Gricel Voigt
Dr. Van Vu

$1,000 - $2,499
Charlotte Augenstein
Michael & Steven Bell
Chelsea + The SeaCliff Team
George Doyle
Mark Gaughan & Marea Suozzi
Arnold Gorske
Huntington Beach Auto Dealers
Murdy Foundation
Orange County Community    
  Foundation
William Piazza
Republic Services
Tom & Kathy Ross
Shelby Thurley
Butch & Dana Twinning
Don Willis

$2,500 - $4,999
Agents of Discovery
David Bunetta
Richard Busch
California State Coastal   
  Conservancy
City of Huntington Beach
City of Long Beach
Bill & Colleen Conn
Frank Cutrone
Chris Epting

$500 - $999
America's Charities
Cindy Barrios
Mary Behrens
Aaron Bell
Bill Cohen
Larry & Susan Bjork
Jacklyn Carnero
Connie Wadsley
Deloitte Services LP
Marissa Demes
Madie Fugate
Christine Garcia
Dave Garofalo
Robert Grundstrom
Barb Heine
Ann Hutchinson
James Kendall
Ray Jan
Debbie Killey
Kroger
Jeff Kuecker
Dave Lang
Eva Lowenstein
Janet Marlow
Thomas & Jennifer Mendoza
Michele Soutner
Martha Miller
Christian Nielsen
James Peterson
Rotary Club of Huntington Beach
Blake Selna
Eric Smalstig
Thomas Palfrey
Heidi Vega
Mike Vigliotta
Christine Whitcraft
Fred Wilson
Stephanie Wilson
Karen Wolff

*We apologize for any errors or omissions.



The Bolsa Chica ConservancyTHANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
COME VISIT THE BOLSA CHICA ECOLOGICAL RESERVE 
INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Business Hours:
Monday: 9am - 1pm
Tuesday-Sunday: 9am - 4pm
Trails & Parking are open from Sunrise to Sunset every day

Interpretive Center and Parking are always FREE to visit!



The Bolsa Chica Conservancy

The Bolsa Chica Conservancy
3842 Warner Avenue Huntington Beach, CA 92649

BolsaChica.org

714-846-1114

Federal Tax ID #33-0392527


